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Objectives 

1. Provide stakeholder communication 
2. Provide ongoing situational monitoring 
3. Respond to requests from Citrus Pest and 

Disease Prevention Committees or other 
stakeholders, or from internal deliberations 

4. Serve as a secure data warehouse 

Problem and Significance 

Efforts to protect the California Citrus industry from 
disease, especially huanglongbing (HLB), have 
evolved into a complex set of interacting activities 
ranging from field operations to detect and remove 
the diseases, suppress populations of the vector, 
and coordinate growers, to basic lab research on the 
pathogen, vector, and host plants, to applied on best 
practices for growers, nurseries, and homeowners. 
The combined effort involved interactions between 
industries, state and federal organizations, research 
services of the University of California, growers and 
the public.  

Many data sets are generated from these activities, 
the analysis of which represents a valuable resource 
for answering new questions as the situation in 
California evolves and the results of disease 
management efforts are reevaluated. Coordinating 
the synthesis of the relevant data, including data 
from other sources, performing the analyses, 
interpreting the results, and providing advice to 
decision-makers is a complex and specialized task. 
The purpose of DATOC is to provide those skills and 
resources to the industry, in the form of an expert 
panel.  

 

Benefit to Industry 

The citrus industry benefits from the increase in the 
depth and quality of the evidence base underlying 
tactical and strategic decision making. 

Progress Summary 

For stakeholder communication, we have continued 
to publish quarterly reports summarizing DATOC’s 
activities, especially completed projects. These are 
emailed directly to interested parties, publicized in 
the CRB email newsletter, and published on 
DATOC’s public website. The website also receives 
monthly updates to the “Data Dashboard”. In 
addition, we report regularly to the Citrus Pest and 
Disease Prevention Division (CPDPD) 
Subcommittees and provided a comment on the 
regulatory program for the CPDPD continuation 
hearings. 

Monitoring the situation in California is ongoing. 
Analyses are reviewed every quarter when new data 
is received from the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture (CDFA). Work is underway to 
summarize this work into a briefing paper.  

CPDPC requests during this cycle have included the 
following projects: 1. Explore how the procedure for 
applying insecticides in residential areas 
surrounding commercial groves might be improved, 
2. Provide input on the San Joaquin Valley trapping 
program servicing schedule, 3. Review the climatic 
suitability of Florida and Brazil for optimal ACP 
growth, as compared with California and Texas, 4. 
Provide an informative briefing on ceasing 
eradicative ACP treatments in areas of Santa Clara, 
5. Review research on trapping technologies for 
ACP, 6. Review residential insecticide treatments 
around commercial groves in light of high refusal 
rates, 7. Review research on trapping technologies 
for ACP, and 8. support an evaluation of the 
regulatory program in southern California. Other 
work has included providing data visualization to the 
CRB Research Department and analytical support 
for a research project looking at different citrus tissue 
types for HLB detection. 
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We continue to fulfill our role as a data warehouse 
as quarterly data updates are received from CDFA, 
undergo quality control, and are housed on the 
secure portal. Panelists also continue to use the 
portal as a secure and confidential method of 
sharing data. We contracted a new consultant to 
manage migrating the portal to a newer content-
management system as the prior version will be 
deprecated. They will also manage regular portal 
maintenance. 
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